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EDITOR’S LETTER
This spring truly feels like one of renewal.
The springs of 2020 and 2021 came and went
under the pall of COVID.
But spring 2022 looks and feels different.
There’s finally a light at the end of the pandemic
tunnel.
The last of the public health orders went away
on March 11 (masks) and April 8 (vaccine
passport) and there’s a sense of optimism, the
promise of a return to normal.
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A prime indication of that is the Spring
Okanagan Wine Festival returning from two
years of pandemic pause to hold a rebooted
11-day, in-person party, May 5-15. Read all about
its venerable vinous comeback on page 28.
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Congratulations are in order for Kelowna
business leader of the year Marion Bremner of
Meals on Wheels (page 3) and Robert Louie,
the former chief of Westbank First Nation, who
has just picked up the Aboriginal Business
Lifetime Achievement award (page 20).
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First COVID, now an
unprecedented labour
shortage
NEW PRESIDENT OF THE KELOWNA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SAYS THE GROUP
IS ADDRESSING BOTH CHALLENGES.

Good luck hiring anybody right now.
As COVID winds down, a labour
shortage like nothing ever seen before
is amping up.
“Okanagan companies are finding it’s
nearly impossible to find both skilled
and unskilled workers,” said Pamela
Pearson, the new president of the
Kelowna Chamber of Commerce and
the director of operations at Sentes
Automotive.
“Really, the labour challenges are
unprecedented. Even if a company
is bigger and has a HR (human
resources) department, it has
difficulties hiring the right people. So,
for a smaller company without a HR
department it’s even harder.”
The chamber is expected to respond
with seminars for small business
grappling with hiring and by pointing
out other resources available
through the provincial and federal
governments, such as wage subsidies,
talent acquisition tips and information
on hiring immigrants, new graduates,
minorities and persons with disabilities.
The Okanagan has experienced worker
shortages before during times of
economic uptick.
But, the labour crunch that’s developed
during COVID is a whole different
animal.
The pandemic’s initial economic
upheaval and resulting layoffs caused
a cultural shift as well.
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Faced with unemployment some
changed careers and industries, others
retired early, set up their own company,
moved to a different city or province
or have decided to wait for the right
opportunity.
In some circles, it’s called the ‘great
resignation’ as workers quit or
decided not to go back to their old job
because they don’t want the traditional
commute, five days in the office and
kids in daycare.
Employers are going to have to be
more creative and flexible to attract
and retain the right talent.
All this is on top of the pre-existing
demographics issue where the giant
baby boom generation of workers is
retiring faster than younger workers
can replace them.
With the economy recovering as we
come out of COVID and more and
more businesses look to hire, the
labour dearth is only magnified.
“There are lots of economic challenges
to overcome,” said Pearson.
“The chamber supports the stability
we’re starting to achieve so we can
cautiously emerge into whatever the
new normal is.”
The new chamber board was
announced this month and will be
ratified at the chamber’s virtual annual
general meeting on March 17.

CHAMBER BOARD
• President: Pamela Pearson, Sentes
Automotive
• Past president: Jeffrey Robinson,
Rush Ihas Lawyers

Marion Bremner is
Kelowna’s business
leader of the year
SHE WAS THE FIRST WOMAN PRESIDENT
OF THE KELOWNA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE IN 1985.

Marion Bremner

• Vice-president: Dan Price, Dilworth
Quality Homes
• Secretary: Maryse Harvey, MH2
Consulting
• Reece Tomlinson, RWT Growth

Marion Bremner is a woman of firsts.
First woman director of the Kelowna
Chamber of Commerce in 1978.

• Paul Quinn, KF Aerospace Centre for
Excellence

First woman president of the Kelowna
Chamber of Commerce in 1985.

• Carmen Rempel, Kelowna Gospel
Mission

First woman to chair Habitat for
Humanity Canada from 1992 to 1996.

• Chris Wills, Venture Commercial
Realty
• Annika Betts, Sandhill Winery
• Marina Warrender, KPMG
• Patrick Bobyn, Pushor Mitchell
Lawyers
• Stewart Parke, Parke Pacific Projects
• Ellen Boelcke, Kelowna Community
Resources
• Dennis Keenan, Rogers for Business
• Ron Cannan, Summerhill Pyramid
Winery
• Treena Carson-Piva, Real Property
Management
• Aaron Dow, Farris Lawyers
• Derek Gratz, UBC Okanagan
• Maxine DeHart, City of Kelowna
councillor
• Bill Gillett, Okanagan College School
of Business
• Steve Fosbery, Westbank First Nation
• Connor Margetta, Okanagan College
Business Students Association

And, a Guinness Book of World
Records entry on May 5, 2005 for the
most trees planted simultaneously in
a single day while she was lieutenant
governor of the Kiwanis Clubs of the
Okanagan in partnership with Helping
Hands Joint Reforestation Project.
Along the way, Bremner was a wife
and mother, was the second woman
to manage a Royal Bank in the
Okanagan, ran for mayor twice (almost
winning), served 11 years on Kelowna
city council, worked as a realtor and is
now the manager of Meals on Wheels
Kelowna.

City of Kelowna to fund the marketing
of Kelowna to the world at EXPO 86.

impact a single individual can have on
a community.”

Kelowna wouldn’t get its shorter and
faster route to Vancouver until the
Okanagan Connector was finished
in 1990 linking the Valley to the
Coquihalla at Merritt.

By the way, Pearson is the eighth
female president in the chamber’s
116 year history, following Bremner in
1985, Cathy Comben in 1996, Lorraine
McGrath in 2001, Laura Thurnheer in
2007, Karen Hawes 2011-12, Carmen
Sparg in 2018 and Nikki Csek in 2019.

When Bremner became the first
woman director at the Kelowna
Chamber of Commerce in 1978, it was
still very much an old boys club.
In fact, the chamber held its board
meetings at the men-only Kelowna
Club, a venue that had to be quickly
changed to accommodate Bremner.
This exemplary career in business
and public service combined with
trailblazing and innovation has led to
Bremner being named 2021 business
leader of the year by the Kelowna
Chamber of Commerce’s Business
Excellence Awards.

While president of the chamber,
Bremner worked with then Premier
Bill Bennett, himself a Kelowna boy, to
support the Coquihalla Highway.

“Her selection by our independent
judging committee was unanimous,
and what a stellar choice it is,” said
chamber president Pamela Pearson.

At the time, the highway was
controversial because it was expensive
and was being rushed to provide
a shorter route from Kamloops to
the Lower Mainland for EXPO 86 in
Vancouver.

“I am honoured to announce her
award during International Women’s
Week. We are so pleased that a former
chamber president—and the first
woman to fill that position—is being
honoured and recognized. Reading
through Marion’s accomplishments
really puts in perspective how much

Bremner also had the vision to urge the

You’ll notice Bremner’s business leader
of the year accolade is for 2021.
That’s because she would have been
named such in October 2021 prior
to the Kelowna Business Excellence
Awards gala that was originally
scheduled for November 2021.
When provincial health orders
associated with COVID prevented large
in-person gatherings, the chamber
moved the gala to March 30 at the
Delta Grand hotel.
The chamber always announces the
business leader of the year ahead of
the gala as a way to generate hype for
the awards.
Bremner was honoured at the gala
and trophies were be handed out in
16 other categories, including big,
medium-sized and small business
of the year and, for the first time,
Indigenous business of the year.
You can see a list of all winners at
KelownaChamber.org.
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Property
assessments
up a recordbreaking 34%

LAUNCH FARES START FROM
AS LITTLE AS $39 ONE-WAY.

Ultra-low-cost airline Lynx will
start flying between Kelowna and
Vancouver and Calgary on April 15
Lynx Air is the latest ultra-low-cost airline
to set its sights on Kelowna.
Calgary-based Lynx will start flying twice
a week between Kelowna and Vancouver
and Kelowna and Calgary on April 15 with
special launch fares from as low as $39
one-way.
Both routes will start with twice-a-week
service on Fridays and Mondays.
“As our booking site (FlyLynx.com) goes
live today, we are excited to bring our
commitment to ultra-low fares to life,” said
Lynx CEO Merren McArthur.
Of course, the ultra-low-cost business
model makes the $39 one-way, base
fare, including taxes and fees, sound very
attractive.
But the no-frills, ultra-low-cost model also
means you pay for everything else a la
carte.
The base fare covers your bum in a seat
and a personal item, such as purse,
briefcase or small backpack, that can fit
in the space underneath the seat in front
of you.
Want to put a carry-on bag in the
overhead bin?
4

That will be $31.50 each way.
Want to check a bag?
$42 each way.
Pick your seat?
That will be $10.50 to $42 each way.
And if you’d like priority boarding, that will
be $10.50.
Regardless, the ultra-low-cost model
causes excitement and amps up
competition wherever it goes.
Two other ultra-low-costs fly in and out of
Kelowna airport—WestJet affiliate Swoop,
which serves Abbotsford and Toronto and
Flair with its Kelowna-Edmonton Route.
“We are excited to see Lynx launch,” said
Kelowna International Airport director
Sam Samaddar.

“By May, Lynx will be operating 76 flights
per week and that’s just the beginning,”
said McArthur, who used to work for
Australian ultra-low-cost carrier Tigerair.
“We will continue to add destinations
and routes as we ramp up for the busy
summer season, offering even more
choice and flexibility to Canadians.”
Lynx is the rebranded Enerjet, which
provided flights in and out of the oilsands
in Canada’s north.
Kelowna airport is rebounding after
COVID pushed its annual passenger
count to 737,000 in 2020.
In a non-pandemic year, the local
airport was averaging over two million
passengers a year.

“An affordable airline like Lynx will open
doors for travellers looking to explore
our beautiful region and increase
travel opportunities for the Okanagan
community.”

Currently, the airport sees 60 flights
come and go daily with 10 airlines flying
non-stop to 14 destinations—Victoria,
Vancouver, Prince George, Fort St. John,
Whitehorse, Seattle, Calgary, Edmonton,
Phoenix, Toronto, Montreal, Puerto
Vallarta, Cabo San Lucas and Cancun.

In April, Calgary-based Lynx, which will
also start flying Calgary-Toronto, CalgaryVancouver, Vancouver-Toronto, WinnipegToronto and Winnipeg-Calgary, will use
189-seat Boeing 737 Max jets.

Lynx Air will use Boeing 737 jets when
it launches April in Kelowna, Vancouver,
Calgary, Winnipeg and Toronto.

BUT THAT DOESN’ T MEAN
YOUR PROPERTY TAXES ARE
GOING UP 34%.
BC Assessment figures show the assessed value of a typical single-family home in
Kelowna was $869,000 on July 1, 2021, up 34% from the previous year.
This week’s property value release from
BC Assessment outlines what we’ve
known for the past year—Thompson
Okanagan housing prices are on a tear.
A 34% skyrocket in Kelowna, West
Kelowna, Vernon and Summerland, a
jump of 33% in Penticton and Oliver
and up 27% in Kamloops.

And in Penticton, a one-third increase
saw assessment soar to $637,000 from
$479,000.
The chart below shows the
assessments for all other communities
in the Thompson Okanagan.

“This is definitely a record,” says BC
Assessment’s deputy assessor for the
Okanagan Tracy Wall.

Assessment is a tricky thing.
A big escalation for homeowners is
welcome because it means their house
is worth more and their net worth has
catapulted.

“We’ve had some significant hikes in
the past, but nothing like 34%. Over the
past 10 years, an annual increase of 10
to 15% has been more the norm.”

However, as house prices go even
higher, more and more potential firsttime buyers are pushed right out of the
market.

A closer look at the numbers shows
just how astounding the acceleration
has been.

A 34% assessment increase does
not mean you’ll be paying 34% more
property tax this year.

BC Assessment pegged the value
of a typical single-family home in
Kelowna at $869,000 on July 1, 2021, up
a staggering 34% from the $650,000 it
was assessed at just a year before.

“Yes, assessment is part of the
formula and the basis for property tax
calculation,” pointed out Wall.

In Kamloops, the 27% hike saw
assessment go from $488,000 to
$619,000.
The 34% pop in Vernon puts
assessment at $644,000, up from
$470,000.

“But, if your assessment went up the
average amount (even if it’s 34%) your
property taxes will go up by the rate
determined by the municipality for the
year.”

For example, the City of Kelowna’s
preliminary budget calls for a 3.64%
increase, which means about $80 more
this year for an average homeowner.
Assessment is generally lower than
what you can actually sell your house
for.
For instance, the Association of Interior
REALTORS® set the benchmark selling
price of a typical single-family home
in Kelowna at $978,500 in November,
higher than the $869,000 assessment.
“Remember, the assessment is based
on sales just before and just after July 1,
2021,” said Wall.
“The market is very fluid and has gone
up rapidly in the past few months.”
However, the percentage increase,
both in Interior REALTOR® statistics and
assessment mirror each other.
The annual assessment ascension was
34%, while benchmark selling price
was 33% higher.
Homeowners will be receiving their
assessments in the mail this week.
They can also be viewed online at
BCAssessment.ca.
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I Am Woman
NOWMEDIA GROUP PUTS THE SPOTLIGHT
ON LOCAL WOMEN IN A BRAND NEW
MAGAZINE AND AN IMPACTFUL VIDEO.

March 8 marked International Women’s
Day this year, and at NowMedia Group,
we couldn’t wait to celebrate.
As a female-driven company—one that
serves a large number of female-owned
businesses; employs many female
creators, writers, designers, reporters,
account managers and more; and
is operated by a female CEO—it was
important to us to do something special
to elevate the incredible breadth of female
leadership we get to witness every day.
We published I Am Woman, a magazine
featuring female leaders in businesses
and nonprofits from around Kelowna,
and invited women from all walks of life
to be part of a short video where each
woman expressed one word that best
represents them.
The impact of these two projects was far
beyond what we could have imagined.
The magazine featured 21 organizations
and 22+ women steering their ships.
These women were all leaders in their
own way—some business owners, some
senior executives, and others taking on
informal leadership roles within their
organizations.
No matter their industry—construction,
healthcare, trades, social services,
esthetics, design or fashion—each woman
is living proof that there is no one road
to success. No two women are the
same, and honouring a diversity of lived
experiences is crucial to empowering
women and girls to dream big, believe
in themselves, and achieve whatever
success means to them.

The video highlighted the incredible
breadth of ways women in our
communities see themselves. Words used
in the video ranged from tenacious to
playful to warrior, each word coming with
its own intricate history, values,
and identity to match the woman who
spoke it.
The message? We are many different
things, but we are all Okanagan Women.
We have different backgrounds, different
cultures, different ways we came to
understand and own our womanhood,
and we don’t always agree on what
being a woman even means. But we’re
all here. We have all loved and are loved.
And together, we have incredible power
to make positive change in our families,
communities, and the world.
It is our hope at NowMedia Group that
the community read the magazine or
watched the video, saw women’s stories
told and heard women’s voices, and
reflected on the meaning and importance
of womanhood. And that girls and young
women saw themselves in at least one
of the many careers and leadership
styles represented—whether it was soft
and compassionate or assertive and
unapologetic.
Change takes work. Equality takes work.
Eliminating oppression takes work.
But maybe it can start with a word.
A story. A small encouraging message.
Download a PDF copy of the I Am Woman
magazine: 16flightspublishing.com.
Watch the video by searching for
#IAmWomanOKGN on social media.
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Aussiestyle craft
beer and
burger bar
comes to
Kelowna
IT ’S SPLIT DECISIONS
CRAFT BEER & BURGER
BAR AT 467 LEON AVE.

They have names such as Split D’s, Broke
da Mouth, Carolina Reaper and Italian
Stallion.
They are the four specialty, gourmet
burgers on the menu at the new Split
Decisions Craft Beer & Burger Bar at 467
Leon Ave. in downtown Kelowna.
“I wanted to bring a bit of my hometown
of Melbourne, Australia to Kelowna,” said
co-owner Chris Broom.
“What we call ‘gourmet handhelds’ are
massive in Australia. Everything on our
menu at Split Decisions Craft Beer &
Burger Bar is an incredible handheld
from our four smash beef burgers and
veggie burger to four hot dogs, four
chicken sandwiches and a Maui short-rib
sandwich.”
Split Decisions opened in January with a
50-seat restaurant for lunch and dinner
dining and for take-out.
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Reconnect with the
community at the
Kelowna Farmers &
Crafters Market

Foreground is the Split D’s signature smash-patty burger, background is the Carolina
Reaper burger with Stoke the Fire hot sauce and black activated-charcoal burger.
Many may recognize Split Decisions’
location at 467 Leon Ave. as the former
home of Renegade Kitchen, the restaurant
that was forced to shut down last year
because it refused to comply with the
provincial health order to check vaccine
passports.
“We have no affiliation with Renegade,”
said Broom.
“We just bought the location from them
and will be following all the rules.”
The space has also been renovated with
new paint, graffiti art on the walls and
upgraded bar.
By the way, the Split Decisions name is an
apt play on words.
It’s a boxing term referring to when there’s
a split decision amongst the three judges
officiating at a fight.

The standard combo of single-smashed
paddy Split D’s burger with French fries
and soft drink is $16.

However, a split also refers to a sliced bun
that a burger patty or hot dog is stuffed
into with all the fixings—and your decision
as to which one to choose to devour.

Split Decisions is serving craft beers from
local breweries Bad Tattoo, Slackwater
and Neighbourhood and wines from
Kelowna-based Peller Estates to pair with
the handhelds.

Chef Shain Empey, who previously
worked at Skinny Duke’s, BNA Brewing
& Kitchen and Kettle Valley Brewing’s
Provisions Kitchen, is behind the burger
creations at Split Decisions.

His signature Split D’s burger can come
with either a single, double or triple
smashed beef patty with housemade
special sauce, melted cheese, onion,
pickle and lettuce.
Empey also likes visiting Hawaii, so he
was inspired to dream up the Broke de
Mouth burger with smashed beef patty,
soy-glazed Spam slice, cheese and grilled
pineapple on a sweet bun and the Maui
short-rib sandwich.
The Carolina Reaper smash beef-andbacon burger is topped with Stoke the
Fire hot sauce from Revelstoke in a black
activated-charcoal bun.
The veggie burger is served in a bun that
gets its pink colour from beets.
The Italian Stallion is a smash beef burger
topped with some charcuterie meats and
deep-fried mozzarella slice.
“We are local and we support local,” said
Broom.
“That’s why we get our all-Canadian beef
from Centennial Foodservice in Kelowna
and our all-Canadian beef hot dogs
from Two Rivers Meats in Kelowna, our
buns and brownies from It’s A Bakery (in
Kelowna and West Kelowna) and our hot
sauce from Stoke the Fire in Revelstoke.”

WITH RESTRICTIONS LIFTED, THE MARKET IS
BACK AS WE KNOW IT - A LOCAL EVENT FULL OF
CONNECTING, INTERACTING AND ENJOYING LOCAL
PRODUCTS AND PRODUCE.
The widely known and loved outdoor
Kelowna Farmers & Crafters Market
is back for 2022 with local artisans
and vendors for the community to
enjoy after much anticipation. Plus,
with restrictions lifted, the market is
optimistic that this year will be filled
with more positivity, happiness and
enjoyed like pre-covid times.
Visitors may be surprised by the vast
amount of vendors and products they
can browse at the market. There are
over 200 vendor stands with products
that you might not realize you can
purchase locally!
The Kelowna Farmers & Crafters
Market is one of the best places to
get local produce, treats, jewelry,
crafts, decor, pottery, self-care items
and much more. There will be live
music, a Kids Zone for young children
to play and new rest areas for
customers to relax during their visit.

good company and have a great time
browsing items on the weekend.
Food security is incredibly important
in these times of uncertainty. Last year,
local farmers went through a massive
heatwave and raging wildfires that
damaged their crops.
Then the flooding cut off supply chains
that the community counts on for
farm-fresh produce and Okanagan
farmers were sold out of crops before
December came to an end.
Despite all of these challenges,
vendors and farmers pushed through,
demonstrating outstanding resilience
throughout the incredibly difficult past
few years and continue to produce
delicious crops for our community.
All of the hard work, adaptation and
drive seen in these local businesses at
the market is remarkable.

One of the most rewarding parts about
shopping at the market is that you are
supporting local families, friends and
vendors in their business endeavours.
It keeps the money earned by locals in
Kelowna and the economy circulating
locally.

We encourage everyone to visit the
outdoor Kelowna Farmers & Crafters
Market on Wednesdays and Saturdays
from 8 am to 1 pm on the corner of
Dilworth and Springfield, across the
street from the Orchard Park Shopping
Centre.

Not only are you connecting with
your community by supporting your
favourite local businesses, but you see
friends and family at the market, enjoy

Opening day was April 2nd, 2022 and
the market will be open weekly until
October for Kelowna.

Written by: Steve MacNaull

OKANAGAN APPLE
OAT CRUMBLE

How to find
Hidden Beach
SEEMS EVERYONE WHO VISITS
PUERTO VALLARTA WANTS
TO GO TO THIS MYSTERIOUS
BEACH, HOWEVER, ONLY A
LUCKY FEW CAN.

The pool at Bahia del Sol Resort
in Nuevo Vallarta.

All of a sudden, all that was dark morphs
into light.
We’re swimming through the inky, narrow
cave opening to Hidden Beach where
the sun, in contrast, is shining gloriously,
illuminating the tiny bay a sparkling
aquamarine, the beach a golden brown
and the sky a brilliant azure.
My son, Alex, my daughter, Grace, and
I are on the Snorkelling at Isla Marietas
adventure (US$99 per person) organized
by Ecotours de Mexico, an hour off the
coast of Puerto Vallarta.
As we climb ashore we’re breathless
and exhilarated to be in this enchanted
enclave.
Our eyes automatically gravitate skyward
in an effort to figure out where we are,
how we got here and why Hidden Beach
is such a stunning, geological rarity.
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Hidden Beach is effectively mid-island,
accessible only by the tapered cave we
swam through. The opening to the sky, an
oculus, if you will, is a perfect oval formed
when the roof of the cave, which was
also part of the island’s surface, collapsed
sometime in the 1990s.
The resulting crater isn’t the usual ruin
associated with such a ground cavity
because uncovered beach and water
below are spectacular.
Once we have the geology figured out,
Alex, Grace and I wander the beach,
splash in the water, check out the
antechamber caves and chatter about
how lucky we are to have discovered this
paradise.
Well, maybe ‘discovered’ is too rich a
word.

We wouldn’t be here at all without
Ecotours de Mexico and expedition leader
Margarita Garcia.
Hidden Beach had become such a hot,
international tourist destination that up to
2,500 people a day were showing up in all
manner of boats, bumping into each other
as they swam in and out and tramping the
beach in a crowd.

That’s why Ecotours de Mexico brings
only 10 tourists a day to Marietas in a
nimble Zodiac for the exclusive Hidden
Beach excursion.
As an added bonus, our group also
snorkelled, ran through the rock arches
at La Nopalera Beach and enjoyed
humpback whale and dolphin sightings
on the way there and back.

The Mexican government stepped in 2016
and started limiting access to just 117
visitors a day to Hidden Beach.

My wife, Kerry, and I touted our two
weeks in Nuevo Vallarta as the best-ofboth-worlds.

More are allowed on Maietas’ regular
beaches and surrounding waters for
snorkelling.

Kerry found an ideally-located
condominium for us on VRBO in Bahia
del Sol Resort, where the view is all pool,
palm trees, 10 kilometres of beach and the
Pacific Ocean.

However, Hidden Beach is the hot ticket
any only vetted tour operators can get
permits for their guests to hit the crater.

We had the first week to ourselves for
long beach walks, cycling, lounging on
the beach and poolside, wine at sunset

and dinners at nearby authentic Mexican
restaurants La Isla, Coco Beach and
Riviera Grill.
The second week our grown up kids
joined us for the Hidden Island excursion,
more beach and pool time, discovering
Taco Cabana and Fajita Republic
restaurants nearby and hitting the beach
club and restaurant scene off Puerto
Vallarta’s famous Malecon.
Puerto Vallarta and its surroundings is
one of the most popular sun destinations
for Canadians.
As such, Air Canada, WestJet, Sunwing,
Air Transat and Swoop fly non-stop to
Puerto Vallarta from a myriad of Canadian
cities, including Kelowna, Victoria,
Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg,
Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa.

Hidden Beach on Marietas Island was
created when the top of the island
collapsed revealing an almost landlocked
oval beach accessed through a dark,
narrow cave.
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BEST OF KELOWNA IS PRESENTED BY

Thats why we’re simple. secure. smart.TM
Written by: Sami Wall

Celebrating
10 years of
the Best of
Kelowna
awards!
JOIN THE COMMUNITY
IN NOMINATING YOUR
FAVOURITE BUSINESSES TO
BOOST MORALE AND SHOW
YOUR APPRECIATION.

Nominations open on April 4th at 10:00 am,
closing on April 22nd at 3:00 pm.
Nominees begins on May 2nd at 10:00 am
Voting opens on May 2nd
Voting closes on May 16th at 3:00pm
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It’s that time of year again when we
celebrate our favourite businesses in the
community. This year marks 10 years of
Best of Kelowna highlighting the best our
community has to offer, brought to you by
KelownaNow!
We want to show our appreciation for
those who went above and beyond
this year by giving them a chance to be
recognized as the Best of Kelowna 2022,
presented by Secure-Rite Mobile Storage
for the third year in a row.
Over the last decade, our goal has been
to put the spotlight on the hard-working
mom-and-pop shops in our beautiful city
and bring attention to the businesses that
have shown amazing resilience. These
businesses have been the glue in our
community throughout the years, despite
the uncertainty of everything else going
on in the world.
When members of the community
nominate and vote for their favourite
businesses, it creates a sense of
belonging and purpose. Businesses
feel encouraged and appreciated
by community support. In turn, the

community feels connected to the
businesses they love.
Supporting local means supporting
families, friends and talent in Kelowna. It
inspires business owners, entrepreneurs
and younger generations to work hard
to achieve their goals because anything
is possible in our tight-knit, supportive
community. It’s a place where local
businesses can thrive and create a life for
themselves or their family.
Keeping money in the community
is crucial to the growth of the local
economy, which is why buying local is so
important. When a local business is hiring
within Kelowna, the income made stays
in our economy to recirculate rather than
going elsewhere.
We are proud to continue promoting the
importance of a strong community. We’re
extremely grateful for our reach to all
kinds of community members through
our social platforms and print magazines
which are delivered to every business in
Kelowna.

KelownaNow and Secure-Rite will
continue to put emphasis on the
importance of local business and
encourage members of our city to do the
same.
Do you want to participate in supporting
your favourite local businesses?
Nominations for Best of Kelowna begin on
Monday, April 4, 2022, at 10 am, closing on
Friday, April 22, 2022, at 3 pm.
Nominees must be nominated by at least
five voters to be eligible for a category.
A maximum of 10 nominees for each
category will move through to the voting
round. If more than 10 nominees are
received for a given category, the top 10
most nominated will move on.
Voting opens Monday, May 2, 2022, at 10
am for a period of 15 days and closes on
Monday, May 16, 2022, at 3 pm.
To learn more about Best of Kelowna,
head over to bestof.kelownanow.com/
More information about the Best of
Kelowna 2022 Awards Ceremony will
come closer to June 2022.
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Inflation’s bad,
but it’s not 1981 bad
CURRENT INFLATION OF 5.1% IS NOTHING LIKE THE
RUNAWAY INFLATION OF 18% FOUR DECADES AGO.

Yes, keep an eye on Canada’s rapidly
rising 5.1% inflation.
But recognize it’s still way off the
budget-busting, record-high inflation of
18% of 1981.
Elton Ash, the Kelowna-based
executive vice-president of RE/MAX
Canada, is putting the numbers in
perspective as more and more of us
fret about escalating gas and grocery
prices and home unaffordability.
“I’ve been at this for 40 years
and through four major financial
corrections,” said Ash.
“I’m not worried yet, but I am watching
it closely.”
During the worst of the pandemic, the
Bank of Canada kept its trend-setting
interest rate at a record-low 0.25% and
inflation was near zero as well.
However, through 2021, inflation crept
up and by January 2022 inflation was
at 5.1% (year-over-year increase).
Inflation going forward is expected to
be 6% or more as gas prices skyrocket
and the Russian war on Ukraine
unsettles the world, further disrupts
supply chains and pushes prices for
everything up.
In fact, prices rose in all eight of the
major categories of the Consumer
Price Index, which is used to determine
inflation.
Inflation could actually be higher than
the 6% projected because, over the

14

years, inflation and the Consumer Price
Index have been calculated differently,
possibly in an effort to make rising
prices not seem as bad as they are.
Inflation of 2% is considered to be
ideal.
Prompted by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, oil prices surged and so did
the price per litre of gas at the pumps
— an astounding 31.7% from January
2021.
Gas now is as high as two bucks a litre.
Energy makes the world go round,
so a pop in oil prices trickles down to
almost everything because every good
and service we consume has to get to
us in a truck, train, boat or plane that
uses fuel and power and fuel is needed
to manufacture everything, keep the
lights and heat on and the internet
running.

But Canadians have become
accustomed to low mortgage interest
rates and low inflation and current
increases are coming as a shock.
“Fortunately, if you’ve been in your
home for a while you have lots of
home equity,” said Ash.
“And even if you purchased recently
(at a high price) you passed the
mortgage stress test that’s supposed
to make sure you don’t take on too
much debt. But the real wildcard is
war in the Ukraine. What is that going
to do further to fuel prices? Because
we have a carbon-based (fuel-based)
economy the price of fuel affects
everything.”

THE MORE NEW HOMES THAT ARE BUILT AND PUT ON THE MARKET THE BETTER,
SAYS KELOWNA-MISSION MLA RENEE MERRIFIELD.
Kelowna’s strangulating housing
unaffordability isn’t as much a money
issue as it is a supply issue.

unaffordability crisis going unaddressed
by the NDP in the BC Legislature during
the debate on the provincial budget.

Yes, home prices in the city are recordhigh and many people have simply been
priced out of the market.

Five years ago the NDP promised 114,000
affordable and subsidized housing
units would be built in the province
over the next four years via BC Housing
partnerships with developers and
builders.

But the biggest factor at play is a
lack of supply — not nearly enough
affordable, new homes, townhouses and
condominiums being built and there are
few homes listed for sale.
The simple economics of supply and
demand means competition for the
limited inventory pushes prices ever
higher.

Other major expenditures also rose
in January, including shelter by 6.2%,
transportation by 8.3% and food up
5.7%.

“We’re simply not building enough homes
in Kelowna and all of BC,” said KelownaMission Liberal MLA Renee Merrifield.

The Bank of Canada raising its trendsetting rate from 0.25% to 0.5% hasn’t
affected mortgage interest rates.

“We need to get the lower-end (of
affordable and subsidized housing)
moving. Speed to market is essential.”
Merrifield isn’t just offering up these
solutions as a politician.

But if it rises to 1%, as Ash expectes
it will shortly, the posted mortgage
interest rate on a five-year fixed term
could start edging upward from 1.5%
to 2.5%.
Now that’s still historically low, and
nowhere near the mortgage interest
rates of 21% in 1981 when economic
collapse spurred inflation of 18%.

Building boom
needed to make
housing more
affordable,
according to
local MLA

She knows construction.

Elton Ash, the Kelowna-based executive
vice-president of RE/MAX Canada,
remembers when inflation was 18% and
mortgage interest rates were 21% in 1981.

More
trades and
construction
workers are
needed in
BC to spark
a building
boom.

She is the president of Troika
Developments in Kelowna, which has
built communities such as Green Square
condos and townhouses and West
Harbour single-family homes.
Merrifield made her comments in
early March after speaking about the

However, only 5,000 such units were ever
built, according to Merrifield.
“I can’t stress enough that we’re not
building enough,” she said.
“At a time when we need trades the
most, the government has cut $8 million
in funding for the ITA (Industry Training
Authority). We need more trades, not
less. And we need to be attracting new
tradespeople to the construction sector
and recruiting tradespeople from other
provinces and other countries.”
As well, Merrifield says the NDP has to
get out of the way of more and faster
construction.
“One good thing the NDP did was allow
municipalities to do away with public
hearings if a development was typical.
That alone can save six to eight months
time,” she said.
“But the government has to reduce
taxes on development because they can
represent 25% of the cost of housing.”

In her address during the debate on
the budget, the Kelowna-Mission MLA
pointed out: “There aren’t any new budget
items that make life more affordable for
the taxpayer. There’s nothing to help
people desperate to buy a home as prices
skyrocket.”
Also in the address, she said the NDP
is “praying for high interest rates, and a,
get this — a slow down in housing starts.
What? We have a massive supply issue
that the minister finally acknowledged
and we want housing starts to slow
down? How are we going to house the
40,000 new immigrants that are coming?
It’s exactly the opposite of what we need.
So the NDP’s housing plan is based on
what? Hope? Prayer?”
The Bank of Canada did push its
benchmark interest rate up slightly in
early March in an effort to tame inflation.
But the move will also likely make
mortgages more expensive, putting
pressure on those that already own
homes and freezing out even more people
who hoped one day to buy one.
Home prices in Kelowna are higher than
they’ve ever been with the selling prices
of typical single-family home at $1.04
million, up 36.4% in a year, a townhouse
at $637,000, up 27.6%, and $515,700 for a
condo, up 29.4%.
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Something BIG
is coming...

A new way of listening.
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Available on all your smart devices. Watch for it on KelownaNow. Coming May 2022
KelownaNow.com

MUSIC
NEWS
PODCASTS
SPORTS
CONTESTS
LOCAL
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‘We understand how to do deals’
RWT GROWTH IS AN EXPERT IN MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS,
CAPITAL ACCESS AND INVESTMENT BANKING SERVICES.

RWT Growth understands entrepreneurs.
“Our expertise lies in doing what
businesses and entrepreneurs need and
want,” said Reece Tomlinson, the founding
and managing partner at RWT Growth.

REECE
TOMLINSON

“At RWT we have been and are
entrepreneurs ourselves. It gives us a
unique combination of skills to achieve
the best results for low-to-mid-market
companies that want to catapult to the
next level with our expertise in consulting,
capital access, mergers and acquisitions
and investment banking services.”
In fact, Tomlinson, who has a master of
business administration (MBA) and is a
chartered professional accountant (CPA)
and certified management accountant
(CMA), calls this specialty “uncommon
experience.”
“Just as it says, we have uncommon
experience, the proficiency to be hands
on and personalized in everything we do,”
added Tomlinson.

“We have experience on both the buy and
sell sides and we understand how to do
deals.”
The proof of this prowess is in RWT’s
results.
Since setting up as a world-class,
innovative boutique investment banking
firm in Kelowna in 2015, RWT has advised
on an astounding more than $1 billion in
completed transactions in 16 countries.
That’s right, RWT might be Kelowna
based because it’s where Tomlinson and
his partners want to live for the lifestyle,
but only 10% of its business is in the
Okanagan.
Sixty per cent of business is with
companies elsewhere in Canada, 20% in
the UK and 10% elsewhere around the
globe.
Seven specialized staff work out of
RWT’s head office at 455 Lawrence Ave.
downtown, but it also has representatives
in Calgary and London, England.

Dr. Zach Ally, CEO of Derma Medical in
London, is one of the entrepreneurs who
has benefitted from RWT’s mastery of
mergers and acquisitions.
“RWT and their expertise has been
instrumental in helping us obtain the
optimal value for our company,” said the
doctor.
Praise also comes from closer to home.
“RWT’s client-first approach was very
evident in their honest, efficient and
pragmatic advice with respect to the
mandate at hand,” said Ian Charles
of Kelowna-based private equity firm
Continuity Capital.
RWT achieves success for its clients
with best-in-class preparation and due
diligence.
“We analyze the business and present
it in the best light possible to find the
right buyer or the best financing,” said
Tomlinson.

FUELLING BIG GROWTH.
CUSTOM M&A AND CAPITAL SOLUTIONS DESIGNED
TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS TO THE NEXT LEVEL.
Connect with us
rwtgrowth.com
1-778-699-2077
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Aboriginal
Business
Lifetime
Achievement
award for
Robert Louie
The Canadian Council for Aboriginal
Business (CCAB) has named former
Westbank First Nation chief Robert Louie
as the 2022 recipient of the Aboriginal
Business Lifetime Achievement award.
Written by: Sydney Baerg

CCAB’s Lifetime Achievement award is
presented to a First Nations, Inuit or Métis
person who has made a “substantive
contribution to the economic and social
well-being of Indigenous peoples.”
Louie served as chief of Westbank First
Nation for 24 years (1986-96 and 2002-16)
and is a business owner of Indigenous
World Winery and Distillery, Kelowna
West Manufactured Home Park and a few
other ventures.
Louie is also involved in the Opus Master
Plan adjacent to Indigenous World
Winery, which will see a $500-million
Ohkw:ri development of a medical
destination, hotel, condominiums and
rental apartments and commercial and
retail space.
Louie is a former lawyer, received
Honorary Doctor of Laws from the Justice
Institute of BC in 2014 and has served as
a chairman, director or board member on
over 30 corporate entities — including the
six boards he currently sits on.
He received the Order of Canada in 2006.
“Robert Louie exemplifies the
entrepreneurial and leadership
20

Chances Casino Kelowna
Opens Its Doors
characteristics at the heart of this
award,” said CCAB president and CEO
Tabatha Bull.
During his career, Louie focused on
social and economic growth while
recognizing and challenging the
restrictive impact the Indian Act had on
Indigenous people and their business
ventures.
Louie created the Lands Advisory Board
and was a catalyst in the development
of the Framework Agreement on First
Nations Land Management.
Through his efforts and lobbying, the
First Nations Land Management Act
was brought into force in 1999 providing
decision-making powers to First Nation

communities. He continues to be
Chairman of the Lands Advisory Board
today.
Louie played an important role in
securing and finalizing self-governance
of the Westbank First Nation in 2005—a
major step towards over 500 businesses
on reserve lands.
“I am honoured, grateful and
appreciative to receive the Canadian
Council for Aboriginal Business Lifetime
Achievement award,” said Robert Louie.
“To serve, work with and support
Indigenous people in economic and
business ventures makes me so proud
to be Indigenous. I salute all Indigenous
peoples in business.”

With the 2 years of pandemic restrictions
in the past for the casino industry,
Chances Casino Kelowna has finally
opened its doors and is more excited than
ever to serve our community once again.
While the casino was closed, it underwent
some exciting changes for guests to enjoy.
“Chances has waited a long time to
include the word Casino in our name,
officially! Being able to reopen with a
Table Games department was a milestone
on our list of achievements,” says
Marketing Manager, Emily Hubbard.
Live table games are officially open at
Chances with familiar favourites such as
Blackjack, Fast-Action Poker, Ultimate
Texas Hold-em and Baccarat!
From open to close every day on the
gaming floor, you’re sure to find the

perfect atmosphere for big wins and funfilled evenings. Chances still boasts over
300 slot machines and with the new table
games, the experience is better than ever.
At Longshots Lounge, you’ll find a chefprepared menu with delicious meals such
as burgers, pasta, seafood, steak, appies
to share and much more. On the weekend
mornings, you can grab some delicious
brunch and mimosas to start the day.
The lounge serves excellent drinks with
the dishes, but you can also get your
favourite cocktail, beer or highball from
the Chances Bar while you’re roaming
around the gaming floor.
Chances Casino Kelowna and
KelownaNow teamed up to help the
community learn how to play table games
so they can go into their games with
confidence.

The “Chances Are” series will be releasing
How to Play videos featuring all of their
table games so the next time you visit,
you have a better understanding of how
to win and a solid strategy behind your
game.
“We are proud to be Kelowna’s
all-encompassing entertainment
establishment, whether that’s dealing
card games or getting to pay out a
jackpot on the newest & brightest slot
machine. There is always something
exciting happening at Chances & we
continue to look for ways to entertain our
community,” says Hubbard.
Visit Chances Casino Kelowna at 1585
Springfield Road or visit their website for
more information, chanceskelowna.ca.
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Gondola could break
ground next year

A gondola tourist
attraction, similar to this,
is proposed for the area
close to Predator Ridge.






OKANAGAN GONDOLA WOULD RISE
1,600 FEET FROM PREDATOR RIDGE TO A
SUMMIT OFFERING PANORAMIC VIEWS OF
KALAMALKA LAKE.

       
      
     
     
     

A major attraction could potentially be
breaking ground in the Okanagan early next
year.
The Okanagan Gondola is still in its planning
and development phase, but will soon be
presented to the Regional District of the
North Okanagan for review and approval.
Plans include a gondola that will take visitors
from the base, climbing 1,600 feet to the
summit and showcasing the stunning view
of Kalamalka Lake below
The site will include three stations for
the gondola, a base site, a mid site, and
a summit site which will feature over 15
different activities.
While the project remains in the approval
process, things like mountain bike trails,
hiking trails, ziplines, lookouts, cafes and
restaurants, playgrounds, lumina walks, and
an amphitheatre are just a few of the things
that could come to life within the next few
years.
The plaza will also feature a playground that
is unlike anything in the Okanagan, with
treehouses, a treetop rope challenge course
and a specially designed entertainment area
for infants.
The tourist attraction will be located just
off Bailey Road, around the corner from
Predator Ridge with the base building
overlooking Hwy 97.
Okanagan Gondola is the latest project
for Ridge North America developers who
recently built the popular Golden Skybridge
in Golden, BC.
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“We really love connecting iconic
destinations that utilize the natural beauty
of the landscape as the main attraction,”
said Paul Deutsch, Ridge North America
President.

This drawing shows what
the gondola’s summit
station would look like.



“The location of this project is beautiful,
showcasing the Okanagan valleys, beautiful
rolling hill landscapes and majestic views of
Kalamalka Lake.”


  

Deutsch said his company prides itself on
being stewards of the land, by creating
places that have negligible impact on the
landscape and ecosystems.

“Now the next stop is the potential
of the Okanagan Gondola project,
which if approved, would be another
transformational tourist amenity and an
additional amenity for our residents.”
Pending approval and with the support
of the RDNO, the goal is to start site work
in 2023, and by 2024 have some early
amenities, activities and services open.



TELLING YOUR STORY
IS OUR BUSINESS.

From its earliest stage of planning,
the project’s team has included an
environmental consultant to identify
areas on the site that require a delicate
touch and strategic planning to ensure
a balance is maintained between
preservation, conservation and
recreational exploration.
“I look at it this way, for over 20 years of
our history, it was only Predator Ridge
doing business up in this Commonage
corridor. In 2010, we welcomed Sparkling
Hill Resort and the emergence of a lot of
great wineries,” said Brad Pelletier, senior
VP for Wesbild Okanagan.



This drawing shows
what one of the views
from top will be.

Sumner’s story is one ﬁlled with unique challenges,
and an unhaltering vision to provide an easy solution
for trades professionals to manage their day-to-day
business. We rallied together with Sumner to create
the narrative now known as Tradesflow.

Do you have a story that needs telling?

Let’s connect at
NowMediaGroup.ca
Divisions of

Sumner Dunn

CEO of Tradesflow.ca
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The Importance of Pickles
MARKETING YOUR BUSINESS STARTS WITH KNOWING WHAT YOU DO—
KNOWING EXACTLY WHAT YOU DO—DOWN TO THE NUMBER OF PICKLES.
There’s something fantastic about those little
cheeseburgers from McDonald’s. Not only
are they the perfect handheld burger with
enough guilty pleasure to make sure you
order a second one — but they’ve been the
same forever (since 1955 actually). You know
that you can visit a McDonalds in Kamloops
or in Bangkok and that amazing little burger
always has one pickle—never three.
But what does that have to do with
marketing?
People find comfort in knowing what they
are getting. As much as we try to step
outside the box, most of us still have a hard
time adjusting to sudden change. Once
you offer a product at a certain price-point,

presentation or service-level you’ve created
a future expectation in the mind of your
customer.
Before you even make the decision to
properly advertise your business, make sure
you have set guidelines as to how many
pickles you put on your cheeseburgers.
There’s nothing worse than having a
smashing marketing campaign and then
falling short on the consistency or promise
you offer to your customer.
Marketing campaigns are designed to
create awareness and ultimately push
traffic through your doors; what you do
with those customers once you have them

is entirely up to how committed you are
to offering an entire experience—not just
a cash transaction. Offering a consistent
“experience” each time is where things
get tricky. You’re relying on your ability to
effectively train and manage employees to
ensure customers receive the same product
and service with each visit.
Next time you’re planning a marketing
campaign, think beyond the design of the
ads or the sound of the radio commercial—
think about your commitment to offering
consistency internally as well.

Telling
your story
is our business
We are Csek Creative - the largest and
only full 360° agency in the BC Interior.
Sales@csekcreative.com
1600 - 1631 Dickson Avenue, Kelowna
csekcreative.com | 250.862.8010
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Customized employment is
a smart business strategy

Pathways Abilities Society can help you
improve your business’s bottom line while
becoming an inclusive and
diverse workplace.

to educate the community and create
more jobs for individuals with diverse
abilities by working directly with
businesses to customize positions.

There are currently over 640,000
Canadians with diverse abilities searching
for employment, but are often overlooked
and struggle to secure a position, even
though they are well-known for their
strong work ethic and eagerness to work.
It’s an incredible untapped opportunity.

Most employers don’t know that roles
for individuals with diverse abilities likely
already exist in their workplace. In fact,
many don’t realize that most customized
employment plans only require a
commitment of as little as a few
hours a week.

Businesses with inclusive cultures
are twice as likely to meet or exceed
financial targets and eight times more
likely to achieve better outcomes
than other businesses that are less
diverse, according to statistics from the
Government of Canada.

“For example, Pathways worked with
a local real estate firm that was relying
on its realtors to manage the recycling
around the office. It was a job that was
taking their realtors away from selling
homes, which directly impacted sales,”
says Adam Less, who contracts to
Pathways to help spread the word for the
non-profit among local business owners.

It begs the question: Why have so many
businesses been slow to hire inclusively
and create employment opportunities for
individuals with diverse abilities?
What many businesses don’t know is that
employing individuals from this group
of enthusiastic workers is a fantastic
opportunity to increase productivity,
streamline operational efficiencies, boost
employee morale, earn customer respect
and appreciation while
benefiting financially.
That’s where Pathways comes in, a
Kelowna non-profit that is on a mission
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“Pathways worked with their office to
create a customized employment plan
for one of our individuals and now he
goes in for a few hours each week and
does the recycling. He loves his job, the
REALTORS® are thrilled, the company’s
productivity has improved… It was just a
practical business move that’s worked for
everyone.”
“There are literally so many different roles
individuals with diverse abilities fill, from
working in the hospitality to the tech
sector,” Less continues.

It’s a smart business philosophy that
the federal government encourages
nationwide.
According to the Government of Canada,
if we begin tapping into this overlooked
segment of the labour force and employ
just over half a million Canadians with
diverse abilities, our national GDP will
increase by almost $17 billion by 2030.
Including individuals with diverse abilities
in your search for employees greatly
expands the pool of available labour,
especially during times when we are
seeing shortages that continue
to decrease.
Pathways in Kelowna works directly
with each employer to identify tasks
that can be done by an individual with
diverse abilities, create a position and job
description, help find an employee and
provide support as needed.
Customized employment is a win-win
that is more than altruism. It’s just smart
business.
To learn more and connect with a fresh
pool of skilled workers keen to find
employment, contact
em@pathwayskelowna.ca and
get involved.
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It’s been a loooong two years without big
wine tasting events.

Written by: Steve MacNaull

That’s what makes the return of the first
in-person Spring Okanagan Wine Festival
since 2019 so triumphant.

Yippee! Spring
Okanagan Wine
Festival is back

COVID scuttled plans in 2020 and 2021, but
the spring fest is back May 5-15 with three
big signature events and tastings at dozens
of wineries.
“(We) are thrilled to announce the
welcoming back of guests to the 26th
annual Spring Okanagan Wine Festival,”
said festival marketing manager Jennalyn
Christopherson.

THERE ARE MORE THAN 70 EVENTS
SCHEDULED OVER 11 DAYS, MAY 5-15.

“Over 70 events comprise this year’s 11-day
festival. Join one of the large signature
events or visit a local winery for a tasting or
event.”
The signature events are the Valley First
Spring Wine Tasting on May 7 at the
Rotary Centre for the Arts in Kelowna,
From Cellars to Classics on May 12 at the
Laurel Packinghouse in Kelowna and
Blush & Bubbles on May 15 at Summerland
Waterfront Resort.
The Valley First tasting (tickets: $109 at
TheWineFestivals.com) gives guests the
chance to taste over 150 wines all under one
roof at various winery booths.
Appetizers will also be served and there will
also be live music and art exhibits.
From Cellars to Classics (tickets: $99) is
a brand new event in partnership with
Okanagan ChamberFest, which features an
hour wine-and-hors d’oeuvres reception
and then two 45-minute piano-and-stringquartet performances.
Blush & Bubbles (tickets: $99) is an
afternoon indoor-outdoor celebration of
Okanagan rose and sparkling wines with
chef stations and passed canapes.
Many individual wineries up and down the
Valley are doing special events and offering
interactive tastings during spring fest.
Check out the full schedule at
TheWineFestivals.com.
The Spring Okanagan Wine Festival is May
5-15 with three big signature events, and
tastings at dozens of wineries.
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AD RATES
Print Ad Sizes

Full Page Ad (Bonus 3 months of display)

$1359

1/2 Page Ad (Bonus 1 month of display)

$699

The “Best Of Kelowna” is
an annual publication
in Kelowna that
features the results of
a community-driven
nomination and voting
process to highlight the
very best that a city has
to offer.

For the people,
by the people.

Premium Ad Spaces

Back Cover (Bonus 3 months of display)

$1829

Inside Front/Back (Bonus 3 months of display)

$1529

Distribution
This magazine will be delivered to businesses
as well as drop locations in hotels, restaurants,
and visitor centers.

BOOK YOUR
BEST OF KELOWNA
AD SPACE

CONTACT

sales@kelownanow.com
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This could
be your story!
You've got a unique story that deserves telling?
We might have just the right opportunity for you....


LEVEL UP
Central OKANAGAN BUSINESS REPORT

sales@nowmediagroup.ca
250 862 8010

