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Lightning fast 
Kelowna is home to five of the fastest growing 
companies in the country.

Wine of the year 
Upper Bench Riesling is best of the best.

Eating out 
Restaurants need a vaccine to go back to 
normal.

Shop local 
Keep the dollars flowing in the Okanagan. 
 
Up in smoke 
Orcharding family gets into cannabis in a  
big way.

Clipped wings 
COVID-related layoffs at KF Aerospace.

Rising 
Massive concrete pour for the Landmark 7 
office tower.

Grounded  
Slow recovery for Kelowna International 
Airport.

Room at the inn 
Hotels facing up to a decade of recovery.

Finalists 
Who will win Kelowna Business  
Excellence Awards?

Women of the year 
They’re savvy, adaptable and ethical.

Cseking In 
Who’s leading the charge for affordable 
housing?

Okanagan Falls 
It ’s comeback time!

Drink up 
Naramata Bench wineries have solid 2020.

Canadian Market Watch 
Eric Fier talks silver.

Helping out 
DunnEnzies hiring workers impacted by 
Olympia Greek Taverna fire.

Noted 
Will coronavirus kill Kelowna’s live  
music scene?

Drink up some more 
Rebel Vodka headed to China  
and Romania.

Opening Doors 
Hello new businesses.

It ’s only natural this issue of Level 
Up will be known as the ‘recovery’ 
edition. After all, last month was 
the pandemic issue. As with any 
crisis, fear, reaction, reflection and 
rebuilding follows. The Okanagan 
is well into its recovery thanks to 
a Valley full of resilient, innovative 
and resourceful people, businesses 
and leaders. But recovery can be 
slow and full of sputtering stops 
and starts. The articles in this 
magazine illustrate that.

For instance, three of the hardest 
hit sectors, hotels (page 19), 
restaurants (page 6) and aviation 
(page 16), are in the midst of 
painfully sluggish recuperations. 
Conversely, there are reasons to 
celebrate that, despite COVID, five 
Kelowna companies made the list 
of fastest-growing companies in 
Canada (page 2), the finalists for 
the Kelowna Business Excellence 
Awards are turning a profit (page 

20) and entrepreneurs saw fit to 
open new businesses (page 36).

Hard times also bring us together 
to move forward. Read about 
how DunnEnzies Pizza is offering 
jobs to all employees of Olympia 
Greek Taverna, who saw their jobs 
go up in smoke in a fire at the 
taverna in October (page 30), and 
how the Shop Local movement 
has renewed traction (page 8). 
Our South Okanagan-based 
contributor, Gord Goble, chronicles 
how the small town of Okanagan 
Falls is trying to revitalize from 
tough times that pre-date COVID 
(page 24).

Despite all the upheaval and 
uncertainty, we in the Okanagan 
tend to be happy people with a 
high standard of living and sense 
of community. That’s expected 
to be reflected in the survey the 
Thompson Okanagan Tourism 
Association and Thompson Rivers 
University are jointly partner is 
conducting to determine the 
region’s first Happiness Index 
(page 12).

And finally, we wouldn’t be in the 
Okanagan if we weren’t sipping 
some exceptional vintage. Right 
now that’s the 2019 Riesling from 
Upper Bench Winery & Creamery 
on the Naramata Bench, which was 
crowned wine of the year at the 
recent BC Lieutenant Governor’s 
Wine Awards.

Cheers.

Lastly, as you read this magazine, 
planning and writing is well 
underway for the December issue 
of Level Up. The cover story will 
spotlight Kelowna Santas, the 
NowMedia Group and Kelowna 
Toyota initiative that makes sure 
every child in need has a present 
under the tree on Christmas 
morning.

Welcome 
Letter

Now a monthly magazine

Steve MacNaull
Editor and journalist with 
NowMedia Group
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